Mines Rd Too


208 k

6200’

permanent # 429


Mines Road connects Livermore to the remote area east of Mt. Hamilton. The best time of year for this ride is in spring-time before it gets too hot, when the wild-flower display is fabulous. However,  it can be ridden year-round. The presence of the Junction Café in the San Antonio Valley allows riders to obtain support (and a receipt) in “the middle of nowhere”.


This out-and-back permanent starts at the Pleasant Hill BART station so that riders may use mass transit. The Iron Horse Trail is nearby and provides safe passage through Walnut Creek to Danville Blvd. 


There is a store inside of the BART station at the base of the escalators; it is open Mon-Sat. If this is open, obtain a starting receipt there. Otherwise, go the 7-11 on Oak Rd to get a receipt, and return to the BART station to reset your computer and start the ride. 


From Danville Blvd   cross Hwy 680 on Sycamore Valley Rd. This is fine in the early morning; there are other routes to Sycamore Valley Rd which are equivalent, such as Hartz Way/Laurel/Brookside, or the Ironhorse Trail. Continue to Camino Tassajara and Blackhawk. After this, Highland Rd. leads to Collier Canyon Rd and Livermore where there is a control and  restrooms for Starbucks customers (a 7-Eleven receipt is equally acceptable). 


Mines Rd. leads from Livermore out to the Junction, through Arroyo Mocho. There is an initial climb of ~ 1200’, and then after 20 miles there is a summit of 2950’ followed by another summit of 2850’, then a descent into the San Antonio Valley. 


Mines Rd is more dangerous than it might seem at first impression. Motorcyclists use it as a high-speed race course. Also, oncoming traffic might be pushed into your lane while trying to pass cyclists on blind turns. There is usually fallen rock and gravel on the road. 

The Junction is the intersection of Mines Rd, Del Puerto Cyn Rd, and San Antonio Valley Rd. There is a café there that opens at 11:00,  seven days a week. You might call ahead (408-897-3148). If for some reason it is not open, then a photo of yourself in front of the Junction sign would do. 


There is a toilet at the Junction, and a public pay phone. You may or may not get cell phone reception. 


Water is available from the refrigerator and food can be ordered from the counter inside the café.  Obtain a receipt and have your brevet card stamped, and the time and date filled in. The Junction can be really busy on the weekends. The clientele there is an interesting mix of birders, bikers, ranchers and cyclists.


The return from the Junction involves a 600’ climb about a mile from the café. This can be quite hot in summer. A descent and a second climb of ~400’ will put you over the summit above Arroyo Mocho.  The arroyo can be frigid during the winter months, if the sun has gone over the ridge.  A 20 mile, mostly gradual descent awaits you.


Back in Livermore, the route follows Vasco Rd but jogs over to Greenville Rd in order to avoid the unsafe freeway ramps at the intersection of Vasco Rd and Hwy 580. Please do not continue on Vasco past Patterson Pass Rd.

The control on North Vasco Rd has a good taco bar inside of the Chevron Mini Mart. Afterward, the route zigzags across the flat lands north of Livermore. A headwind is to be expected here. The route returns to Danville, but uses a detour to get under Hwy 680: while you are on Sycamore Valley Rd., look for Brookside Dr. just before the freeway. 

The Ironhorse Trail is used to return through Walnut Creek to the Pleasant Hill BART station. Access the trail by going across the intersection of Danville Blvd and Rudgear Rd., or take Broadway to Newell and get on the Trail there. The store inside of the station doesn’t stay open very late so continue past the station to Oak Rd. You may want to follow the sidewalk to the 7-Eleven  store at 3116 Oak Rd. to obtain your final receipt. 


As with all permanents, RUSA’s “Rules for Riders” apply. Riders’ brevet cards and receipts/(photo) may be scrutinized by the RUSA permanents coordinator. A secret control is possible. 

A map of the Ironhorse Trail is available at

http://www.ebparks.org/files/EBRPD_files/brochure/IHT_Treat_StoneVly.pdf
The rest of the route is on the AAA San Francisco Bay map.


Comments and  suggestions are welcome.

